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DEVELOPMENT OF THE OIE TERRESTRIAL 

ANIMAL HEALTH CODE TO ADDRESS    

WILDLIFE 

Summary 

The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) has, 

since its foundation in 1924, encouraged Members to 

report listed diseases. Although the legal obligation for 

reporting has never distinguished between domestic and 

wild animal host species, the provisions in the OIE Ter-

restrial and Aquatic Animal Health Codes have generally 

focused on animals kept for food production and other 

human use. However, in view of the importance of 

emerging diseases, many of which are zoonotic, more 

attention must be paid to reporting listed diseases in 

wildlife in future. 

It is proposed to develop new provisions, starting in the 

Terrestrial Animal Health Codes (Terrestrial Code), to 

address wildlife along the following lines. Disease notifi-

cation obligations will continue to be stated in Chapter 

1.1. For each listed disease, the notification and surveil-

lance provisions applicable to wildlife species and trade 

implications, as appropriate, will be set out in the       

disease specific chapters. Such provisions will be applied 

with priority to those wildlife species identified as epide-

miologically significant and each chapter will describe 

the specific obligations with respect to disease occur-

rence in those wildlife host species and the impact on 

domestic animal populations and zoonotic risks. 

Background 

The founding Members defined three main objectives 

when they created the OIE: to promote and coordinate 

scientific research; to provide Governments with the 

means of supervising the enforcement of relevant inter-

national agreements; and for the OIE to function as a 

disease intelligence node. Collecting animal health data 

and distributing it to all OIE Members was deemed to be 

one of the main activities of the OIE since its founding in 

1924. 

As stated in the Organic Statutes of the OIE, all listed 

diseases must be notified to the OIE. However, Chapter 

1.1. in the Terrestrial Code details Members’ obligations 

1 

Welcome to the newsletter of the Australian Wildlife Health 

Network.  Though it is still only early in  the year, there have 

already been a number of important developments in the   

wildlife health area. 

Our colleagues in Victoria and other states are managing an 

outbreak of pigeon paramyxovirus (PPMV1) in pigeons and 

wild birds as well as an outbreak of low pathogenic avian     

influenza in a commercial duck farm.  There has been another 

Hendra virus diagnosis from north Queensland and the first 

report of tularaemia from Tasmania. More information about 

tularaemia can be found on the Tasmanian government     

webs i te  at  h t tp: / / www.dhhs . tas .go v . au/ pe h/

current_public_health_issues/tularaemia/what_is_tularaemia.   

More information about the pigeon incident is available  from 

the Victorian government website at http://

www.dpi.vic.gov.au/agriculture/pests-diseases-and-weeds/

animal-diseases/vetsource/vetwatch/vet-watch-february-

2012. 

These events remind us of the importance of wildlife in the 

epidemiology of many diseases that impact on Australia’s 

trade, human health and biodiversity and the importance of 

rapid and timely access to information as a critical component 

to any response.  In fact, wildlife is now recognised to be of 

such importance that the World Organisation for Animal 

Health (OIE) is now developing the Terrestrial Animal Health 

Code to address wildlife, and I have been invited to represent 

Australia on a Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) Task 

Force on Wildl ife and Ecosystem Health                              

( h t t p : / / w w w . o r n . m p g . d e / 3 3 3 5 6 / F A O -

_Task_Force_on_Wildlife_and_Ecosystem_Health) (see       

article opposite).  These are significant developments for  

wildlife health globally and also for Australia.   

Other important developments closer to home include       

completion of the Zoo Surveillance Pilot Project one year trial, 

completion of an analysis of the avian influenza wild bird     

surveillance program and the launch of a Public Health        

Association of Australia One Health Special Interest Group.  

We will include articles on these projects and keep you in-

formed of any developments regarding the Terrestrial Animal 

Health Code, OIE, FAO and wildlife in future newsletters. 

Welcome to 2012 and I hope that it is a safe and prosperous 

one for all of us. 

Message from the Chair 

 

DR. LYNDEL POST,  

Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer 

INFORMATION IN THIS NEWSLETTER IS NOT INTENDED FOR CITATION IN SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE—PLEASE CONTACT THE AWHN FOR  DETAILS 
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for notifying OIE-listed diseases, without specifying the host 

species in which the disease is detected. Chapter 1.1. also 

calls up relevant information (e.g. the case definition and, in 

some cases, detailed recommendations on disease surveil-

lance) in specific disease chapters elsewhere in the Code. The 

specific disease chapters have, to date, focused mainly on 

food producing animals. 

A national animal health information system cannot be fully 

effective if it focuses only on the situation in domestic ani-

mals. In view of the importance of emerging diseases, many 

of which are zoonotic, attention must also be paid to wildlife, 

including wild animals kept as pets and in zoos. Collecting  

information from all these sources is essential to provide a 

system that tracks the animal health situation worldwide. 

Proposed development of the OIE Terrestrial Code 

In the next five years, the Terrestrial Code will be modified as 

follows: 

Each disease chapter will be renamed as: Infection (or Infesta-

tion) with ‘pathogen’. Disease chapters may be named       

according to single or multiple species (e.g. Infection with  

Mycobacterium bovis; Infection with Brucella abortus, B. Suis 

and B. melitensis) or according to families or genera (e.g. In-

fection with Trichinella spp.). 

Each disease chapter will contain a case definition and a     

listing of epidemiologically significant susceptible species, 

including wildlife. Where applicable, chapters will contain  

recommendations on surveillance in domestic and wild ani-

mals. Each chapter will contain an explanation of the implica-

tions of the disease being present in wild animals for: 

1. the disease or infection status of the country/zone; and 

2. export of animals and products. 

An article on ‘safe commodities’ will be included in disease 

chapters, when relevant. 

Guiding principles to address wildlife in the Terrestrial Code 

1. Infection in wild animals plays a significant epidemiologi-

cal role 

• Certain wild species are known or strongly suspected to 

serve as reservoirs for the pathogen. Transmission of the 

pathogen between wildlife and domestic animals occurs 

naturally. 

• The OIE will cover specified, epidemiologically significant 

wildlife species in its recommendations. 

• Surveillance of these specified wildlife species will be    

required in the event that the country wishes to establish 

an official disease free status (when relevant) or to make a 

credible self-declaration of disease freedom in a country 

or zone, as specified in the relevant Terrestrial Code    

chapter. 

• Findings of infection/disease in these specified wildlife 

species should be reported to the OIE as specified in    

Chapter 1.1. of the Terrestrial Code. 

• Recommended trade measures will reflect the status of 

the pathogen in domestic animals and in these          

specified wildlife species, as appropriate to the       

circumstances. 

2. Infection in wild animals does not play a significant 

epidemiological role 

Although wildlife species may be known or shown to be 

susceptible to infection, transmission from wild animals 

to domestic animals does not present a significant risk 

pathway under real-life conditions. It is feasible to pre-

vent the infection or control the disease by implementing 

measures in domestic animals, without needing to man-

age risks presented by wildlife populations. A wildlife res-

ervoir does not play a meaningful epidemiological role. 

• The OIE will not include wildlife species in its recom-

mendations and the status of the country or zones 

can be established without surveillance of wildlife. 

• The OIE may encourage Members to conduct       

monitoring and to report their findings to the OIE for 

scientific purposes as appropriate. 

• Recommended trade measures will be based on the 

risk posed by the pathogen in domestic animals and 

their products. 

3. Infection in wild animals does not play a significant 

epidemiological role but may present a significant risk 

to human health 

Transmission from wild animals to domestic animals   

either does not occur or does not present a significant 

factor in the epidemiology of the disease in animals. 

However, the transmission of the pathogen from wild 

animals to humans may present a significant human 

health risk. 

• The OIE does not include wildlife species in its recom-

mendations and the status of the country or zones 

can be established without surveillance of wildlife. 

• The OIE may recommend specific surveillance of wild-

life species, e.g. for assessing risks to human health. 

• Findings in wildlife should be reported as                 

appropriate. 

• Recommended trade measures are based on the    

animal health and public health risks presented by 

the pathogen in traded animals and their products, as 

appropriate to the circumstances. 

Note on vector borne diseases 

For vector borne diseases, determining the distribution 

of the vector may be the most important priority of    

surveillance. Specific surveillance of wildlife may be 

deemed as a much lower priority than surveillance of 

domestic animals and the main vector species. Nonethe-

less, the principles identified above still apply. 

More information 

More information on Australia and the OIE can be found 

at: 

http://www.daff.gov.au/animal-plant-health/animal/oie.  
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Australian Bat Lyssavirus  

AWHN assists Animal Health Australia, the NAHIS and Austra-

lia’s states and territories in collating the national dataset for 

testing of bats for Australian Bat Lyssavirus (ABLV). Data is 

reported to AWHN from various sources including the CVO-

appointed Wildlife Coordinators in each jurisdiction, zoo    

veterinarians and Queensland Health, and is reconciled with 

data provided by CSIRO Australian Animal Health Laboratory. 

For the six months from April to September 2011, AWHN        

received reports of 103 bats tested for ABLV from around     

Australia. Submission of bats for testing is made for a variety 

of reasons, including human contact (e.g. a bite or scratch);      

contact with a pet dog or cat; trauma; unusual, aggressive or 

agitated behaviour; other clinical signs (e.g. weakness,            

respiratory signs); or sometimes the bat is found dead. 

Four bats were confirmed to be ABLV positive during this           

6-month period. Two were grey-headed flying-foxes 

(Pteropus poliocephalus) from Victoria, and two were black 

flying-foxes (Pteropus alecto) from Queensland. One of the 

four bats, a grey-headed flying-fox, presented with unusual 

vocalisation, apparent agitation, distress, aggression and sen-

sitivity to loud noises; typical ABLV symptoms, and another 

bat, a black flying-fox, showed respiratory signs that were 

later found to be due to aspiration pneumonia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Significant Disease Investigation 

(NSDI) Program —   wildlife disease event 

funding 

The National Significant Diseases Investigation Program 

(NSDI) run by Animal Health Australia subsidises livestock 

and wildlife disease investigations by veterinary          

practitioners where financial limitations to their investi-

gation exist (e.g. low economic value of individual         

animals relative to the cost of veterinary services).           

Subsidies for investigations are available for both the   

initial field and clinical evaluation, and for a follow-up 

investigation.  In return, the practitioner must provide a 

case report of the investigation. 

If you are interested in applying for funding, or would like 

more information on the NSDI please go to:  
 

http://www.animalhealthaustralia.com.au/programs/

disease-surveillance/national-significant-disease-

investigation-program/ 
 

A list of NSDI contacts is available at this site.  Incorpora-

tion of wildlife into the program is available in Victoria,            

Tasmania, Queensland, Northern Territory, New South 

Wales and South Australia.  This program is funded by      

Animal Health Australia from livestock industry and           

government subscriptions.  It aims to boost Australia’s      

capacity for the early detection of emerging and         

emergency animal diseases by recruiting greater           

participation of veterinary practitioners and subsidising 

the cost of their disease investigations.    

We would be very grateful if you could advise us when 

you apply for funding via the NSDI, and if you are          

successful, so that we can maintain a log of requests and 

which were successful.  This will help us work to ensure 

the program is effective into the future.  We are also 

happy to discuss your application prior to submission if 

you consider that it would be helpful. 

Other arrangements are in place for investigation of   

wildlife disease events in WA. Contact the WA Wildlife 

Coordinator for details:  

h t t p : / / w w w . w i l d l i f e h e a l t h . o r g . a u / A W H N /

ProgramsProjects/Programs.aspx?id=9 

Photo Courtesy of Halleydesign.com 

Photo Courtesy of Andrew Breed 
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The Barry L. Munday Recognition Award 

By Chris Bunn 

 

This award recognises the significant contributions to      

wildlife health made by a member of the Wildlife Diseases              

Association Australasian Section (WDA-A) in the preceding 

five years.  Significant contributions to wildlife health       

include not just research or study of wildlife disease, but 

also communication, education, training and mentoring, the 

composite of things at which Barry Munday (a founding 

member of WDA-A) was so very skilled.  I am pleased to an-

nounce that Dr Rupert Woods (BSc, MVMS, MVS, MACVSc, 

PhD) was this year’s awarded recipient.  Rupe currently 

manages the Australian Wildlife Health Network, an initia-

tive of the Australian Government, and is hosted by Taronga 

Conservation Society and NSW Department of Primary     

Industries (NSW DPI).  The chief objective of the AWHN is 

development of a nationally integrated wildlife health      

system for Australia with core business being wildlife health 

surveillance.  Rupert has worked with most of Australia’s 

universities, zoos, hunters, wildlife carers and many others 

in setting up a network of over 600 people.  His work with 

government often goes unannounced, gently prodding    

government officials to act or respond to wildlife disease 

issues.  Over a decade, with a very small budget he has 

achieved a network system of international standing.  Rupe 

accepted the award on behalf of the many members of the 

Wildlife Health Network who have worked so tirelessly to 

help ensure that Australia has a wildlife health system that is 

suitable to its needs both now and into the future. 

 

Australian Antarctic Division (AAD) 

Increasing numbers of rabbits and rodents on Macquarie 

Island were having a devastating effect on native fauna, 

flora, geomorphology, natural landscape values and      

nutrient recycling systems.  As part of the Macquarie    

Island Pest Eradication Project (MIPEP), jointly funded by 

the Tasmanian and Australian Governments, a baiting   

program started in 2010.  The AAD AWHN Wildlife Coordi-

nator recently reported that results from program are 

proving to be positive, and there are signs of ecological 

recovery on the island.  For further information on Mac-

quarie Island and the MIPEP, please visit http://

www.parks.tas.gov.au/file.aspx?id=25787, or http://

www.parks.tas.gov.au/index.aspx?base=13001. Macquarie 

Island is an Australian sub-Antarctic island located 1500 

kilometres southeast of Hobart, Tasmania. It is a UNESCO 

Biosphere Reserve and is listed in the Australian Govern-

ment's Register of Critical Habitat because it is the only 

island under Australian jurisdiction that provides breeding 

habitat for the wandering albatross and the grey-headed 

albatross. 
 

South Australia 

There are ongoing investigations into 

the southern hairy-nosed wombat 

(Lasiorhinus latifrons) population in the 

Murraylands.  Approximately 60 animals have presented 

with  severe skin lesions and some with evidence of mal-

nutrition. Wombats are commonly affected by sarcoptic 

mange; however, none of the clinical signs seen with sar-

coptes (e.g. scabs, skin irritation, redness or dandruff) 

were evident in these wombats, and skin scrapings to date 

have been negative for mites. Five wombats have been 

necropsied as part of ongoing investigations.  Pathology 

suggests the symptoms may be toxicity related, with evi-

dence of liver disease, alopecia, photosensitisation, and 

severe dermal vasculitis of undetermined aetiology.  It 

may be related to an unknown toxin from plants being 

ingested by the wombats.  This ongoing investigation has 

been a collaborative effort between Primary Industries 

and Regions South Australia, the South Australian Depart-

ment of Environment and Natural Resources, the Univer-

sity of Adelaide and the Wombat Awareness Organisation 

(as reported in AHSQ 2011 vol 16 Issue 3 http://

www.animalhealthaustral ia.com.au/wp-content/

uploads/2011/05/AHSQ-Q3-2011.pdf ) 

Six  western  grey  kangaroos  (Macropus  fuliginosus)            

presented with a chronic history of epistaxis. All kangaroos 

were being held at the same property. Two kangaroos 

were examined under general anaesthetic during which 

nasal swabs were collected and saline flush performed.  

The smear from the nasal passages contained hypertro-

phied host (presumptive epithelial) cells marked expanded 

by intracytoplasmic protozoal zoites. There is a moderate 

 Disease Events 

Dr Chris Bunn and Dr Rupert Woods at the AWHN  

Annual General Meeting, November 2011 
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mixed inflammatory exudate. These findings are consistent 

with protozoal rhinitis, presumptive Besnoitia spp.  Attempts 

at further characterisation of this parasite are underway (also 

reported in AHSQ 2011 vol 16 Issue 3  

http://www.animalhealthaustralia.com.au/wp-content/

uploads/2011/05/AHSQ-Q3-2011.pdf).  

See AWHN fact sheet for further information on Besnoitia.  

There have been two mass mortality events involving galahs in 

the Adelaide Hills. In one incident symptoms seen included 

paralysis, ataxia and inability to fly. West Nile Virus (WNV), 

Newcastle Disease (ND) and Avian Influenza (AI) were         

excluded.  

In October a mass mortality event involving young galahs was 

reported in the Hawker (far northern) area. Symptoms        

included dyspnoea and ascending paralysis. A carbamate toxin 

was isolated from tissues and crop contents. WNV, ND and AI 

were excluded.   

Between March and December 2011, ABLV was excluded from 

13 bats, which included ten microbats (including five Gould’s 

wattled bats) and three grey-headed flying-foxes.  In addition, 

an introduced red fox showing neurological signs wandered 

into a suburban backyard where it then died. The brain was 

submitted for histopathology for flavivirus, morbillivirus and 

rabies exclusion.  All results were negative.  
 

Australian Capital Territory 

Two of three gang-gang cockatoos (Callocephalon fimbriatum)   

that were tested for psittacine beak and feather disease virus 

were found to be positive. There were two wild bird mortality 

events in the ACT, one where enteritis was diagnosed, and 

another where poisoning was suspected in four rosellas found 

dead. Two grey-headed flying-foxes that were found in netting 

were tested for ABLV and both were found to be negative. 

Thirty-one juvenile eastern grey kangaroos were found dead 

or moribund in and around a nature reserve. The kangaroos 

were emaciated, anaemic and had heavy burdens of the para-

sitic nematode Globocephaloides in the duodenum.  A number 

of animals also had heavy burdens of other gastric nematode 

species and cestodes (e.g.  tapeworms). 
 

New South Wales 

There has been an increased interest in 

the health and role of bats on the north 

coast of NSW, following a number of horse 

deaths due to Hendra virus.  Hendra virus prevalence is being 

monitored in several colonies as part of studies to deal with 

the Hendra threat. 

Early in 2011, an increase in the number of horses suffering 

from neurological disease was detected in NSW and other 

states.  Initially, an arbovirus (a virus carried by insects) was 

suspected, with Murray Valley Encephalitis, Ross River Fever 

and Kunjin virus being investigated as the possible cause. The 

majority of cases in NSW were identified as being caused by 

Kunjin virus. The distribution of Kunjin and other arboviruses, 

is being examined in horses across Australia.  Native water-

birds are the reservoir for Kunjin virus, which has led to test-

ing of diseased native birds. See http://

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/livestock/horses/health/

general/kunjin-virus  

There have been concerns raised about the possible off-

target effects on wild birds of baits put out for the mice 

now plaguing inland NSW. NSW DPI have responded with 

a program to encourage responsible targeted use of regis-

tered mouse baits. (“Dodgy mice baits put farmers and 

wildlife at risk”). NSW DPI’s website contains a wealth of 

information for farmers and others on controlling mice.  

See http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/

vertebrate-pests/mice 
 

Victoria 

There have been two positive cases of 

ABLV infection in grey-headed flying-

foxes.  Neither of these cases involved 

any human contact. The first bat was 

found on the ground in May in Bairnsdale and presented 

with a wing wound and hind limb paresis.  The second bat 

was found in Kew, Melbourne, where the flying-fox was 

found distressed and showing classic ABLV signs.  Both 

bats were confirmed as positive based on positive IHC, FAT 

and PCR. 

  

Queensland 

Tammar Wallaby Sudden Death Syn-

drome was confirmed in a case investi-

gated in a Tammar wallaby (Macropus 

eugenii).  Eubenangee virus was iso-

lated from the lung and heart of this animal by EMAI in 

NSW. 

Carbamate poisoning was diagnosed in a mixed species 

(Australian magpie, magpie-lark, Australian white ibis and 

house sparrow) mortality at Bundaberg. Nineteen birds 

were found dead during a four day period. Suspect bait 

material (bread) found at the site contained significant 

concentrations of methomyl (a carbamate insecticide) and 

chlorpyrifos (an organophosphate insecticide), and al-

though both compounds were also detected in gastroin-

testinal tracts of one magpie and two sparrows, only the 

methomyl concentrations were deemed significant.  

Fenthion poisoning was diagnosed in two events; the first 

involved crows and magpies in the Ipswich area.  Six birds 

were found dead and two were alive, frothing at the 

mouth and unable to stand. A significant fenthion concen-

tration was detected in pooled GIT/livers of three birds. 

Crows and magpies were also targeted in the second event 

at Cleveland, which affected 11 birds.  Fenthion was de-

tected at very high levels in a sample of suspected bait 

material (mince) at the site, and also in pooled liver/GIT of 

one crow. 

Approximately 25 pacific black ducks (Anas superciliosa) 

were found dead over two days on an effluent pond at a 

sewerage treatment works in the Ipswich area. No sick 

birds were seen.  One duck was necropsied.  No significant 
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and four sick birds presented as non-responsive with some 

twitching in an eastern Perth suburb. Organophosphate 

toxicity was suspected based on a pooled brain choli-

nesterase level of 5.0 µmol/min/g (testing conducted by 

Biosecurity Queensland, Department of Employment, Eco-

nomic Development and Innovation).  AI was excluded via 

PCR. 

Three species of black cockatoos (Carnaby’s black cockatoo 

Calyptorhynchus  latirostris,  Baudin’s  black  cockatoo        

Calyptorhynchus baudinii and red-tailed black cockatoo 

Calyptorhynchus banksii naso) face possible population 

declines as a result of several threatening factors. In order 

to better understand the population status of these popu-

lations,  Murdoch University in collaboration with the     

Department of Environment and Conservation, Perth Zoo 

and the University of West Virginia, have started a research 

project to determine the health status and population 

demographics of free-ranging black cockatoos. Little is 

known about the health status of these birds, hence this 

study aims to investigate the prevalence of three diseases 

of importance to wild and captive psittacine species; psit-

tacine beak and feather disease virus, avian polyomavirus 

and Chlamydophilia psittaci infection. This update was 

kindly provide via our Universities Focus Group representa-

tive from WA.   
 

Northern Territory 

An agile wallaby (Macropus agilis) that 

presented with skin lesions was diag-

nosed with severe sarcoptic mange. A 

large number of Sarcoptes mites were seen on examination 

of skin scrapings and on histopathological examination of 

skin. Reports of sarcoptic mange in Australian native wild-

life tend to involve wombats (common and southern hairy-

nosed), for which this infectious disease can cause signifi-

cant morbidity and mortality. Reports from other species, 

particularly macropods, are less common (AWHN fact 

sheet).  McLelland & Youl (2005) reported on four cases of          

sarcoptic mange in agile wallabies in the Northern Territory 

and Holz et al (2011) described the first reported case in a 

swamp wallaby from Victoria. Other species recorded in 

the national wildlife health database include koalas and a 

long-nosed potoroo. Cases in ringtail possums have been 

reported. Humans can also be affected. 

Between April and September 2011, three black flying-

foxes and a common bent-wing bat were tested for ABLV in 

the Northern Territory. All tested negative. 

 

AWHN fact Sheet http://www.wildlifehealth.org.au/AWHN_Admin/

ManageWebsite%5CFactSheets%5CUploadedFiles/119/Sarcoptic%20Mange%20

(Wombats)%2017%20Aug%202004%20(1.0).pdf  

Holz, PH, Orbell, GMB and Beveridge, I (2011). Sarcoptic mange in a wild swamp 

wallaby (Wallabia bicolor). Australian Veterinary Journal. 89:458-9 

McLelland, DJ and Youl, JM (2005). Sarcoptic mange in agile wallabies (Macropus 

agilis) in the Northern Territory. Australian Veterinary Journal, 83:744-5 

 

 

abnormalities were detected grossly, but there was evidence 

of early aspiration pneumonia histologically. Renal coccidiosis 

was also present but considered an incidental finding.         

Botulism ELISA was negative on blood, liver and GIT, but 

botulism remains a diagnostic possibility. 

AI and ND were excluded in all bird events.    

Multiple cases of diabetes mellitus are seen in wild koalas at 

the Australia Zoo Wildlife Hospital each year. Blood glucose 

levels appear normal on arrival, but the koalas later develop 

hyperglycaemia. This causes weight loss and inappetence, 

resulting in secondary gut stasis, and euthanasia is often re-

quired. The cause of this syndrome is unknown. Dr Claude 

Lacasse, Veterinary Services Manager at Australia Zoo Wildlife 

Hospital has sent samples of pancreas from affected and 

healthy (control) koalas to a laboratory in the USA to try and 

determine whether the koalas are suffering from long-term 

diabetes or secondary pancreatic damage due to high glucose 

levels. This investigation is being funded by the National Sig-

nificant Disease Investigation Program (http://

www.animalhealthaustralia.com.au/programs/disease-

surveillance/national-significant-disease-investigation-

program) and by AWHN. Dr Lacasse hopes that the results will 

help improve the care of koalas undergoing rehabilitation. 

 

Tasmania 

There has been one case of avian pox in a 

black currawong (Strepera fuliginosa). One 

case of psittacine beak and feather disease 

was diagnosed via histology in a sulphur-

crested cockatoo (Cacatua galerita). Multiple deaths due to 

Hypovitaminosis A with secondary trichomonas in Indian tur-

tle doves that were being fed frequently by a member of the 

public.  Those deaths have now stopped.  One sparrow has 

been submitted with salmonella. Testing of wild birds for sal-

monella continues, however cases have decline considerably 

since last year’s outbreak.   

One adult eastern snake-necked turtle (Chelondina longicollis)  

was diagnosed with a mycobacterium infection. 

Blood and faecal samples were submitted for testing from a 

wild Australian fur seal (Arctocephalus pusillus doriferus) 
which presented with diarrhoea. Based on positive culture of 

Edwardsiella tarda from faeces and evidence of filaroide 

parasites on blood smear, a diagnosis of enteritisis and filaria-

sis was made. The pathologist is further investigating microfi-

laria seen in the blood and its significance. 
 

Western Australia 

Further laboratory investigation into two 

separate Australian sea lion (Neophoca 

cinerea) mortality events north of Perth in 

September 2010 has cultured an isolate of 

Streptococcal species from both events.  Provisional identifi-

cation on culture is a Streptococcus marimammalium/phocae-

like organism.  Molecular typing is underway.  

In March, 18 silvereyes (Zosterops lateralis) were found dead 

INFORMATION IN THIS NEWSLETTER IS NOT INTENDED FOR CITATION IN SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE—PLEASE CONTACT THE AWHN FOR  DETAILS 
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DISEASE WATCH HOTLINE 

1800 675 888 

The Disease Watch Hotline is a toll-free number that connects callers to the relevant state or  

territory officer to report concerns about any potential emergency disease situation.  

INFORMATION IN THIS NEWSLETTER IS NOT INTENDED FOR CITATION IN SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE—PLEASE CONTACT THE AWHN FOR  DETAILS 

Wildlife Health in Australia is the newsletter of the Australian Wildlife Health Network. The newsletter aims to facilitate communication between  people 

with an interest in Australian wildlife health issues. It is distributed to approximately 500 professionals and others around the country and overseas. We 

encourage you to  show it to others and give us critical feedback on its contents.   

If you wish to contribute to a future addition of the newsletter please send (in word format) articles to the AWHN  

email or postal address with your name and contact details supplied.  

Send to:  Karen Magee       Phone:   (02) 9932 4368    

 Australian Wildlife Health Network    Fax:   (02) 9932 4376 

 PO BOX 20       Email:   kmagee@zoo.nsw.gov.au 

 

INTERESTING CASES 
The Australian Registry of Wildlife Health 
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Yellow-bellied Glider 

A captive adult female yellow-bellied glider (Petaurus aus-

tralis) had a benign lipoma on the right patagium removed 

under anaesthesia in 2009. On the 19/6/2011, the animal 

was seen in its enclosure holding its left leg out to the side 

and dragging both hind limbs.  Radiographs showed a no-

ticeable lack of space between vertebrae T4-T5 and possible 

spondylosis. There was also a firm, semi attached mass be-

tween the shoulders which was suspected to be another 

lipoma. The animal's condition began to worsen and due to 

a poor prognosis, euthanasia was elected. The acute hind 

limb paralysis in this glider was result of disk prolapse at the 

level of the thorax resulting in severe spinal degeneration.  

The large infiltrative lipoma near the site did not appear to 

have penetrated the vertebral column, but had replaced 

adjacent musculature, which may have led to increased ver-

tebral instability (Registry case # 7086_2).   
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Image: Low power, H&E image of cerebrum at level of optic chiasm.  Within 

the third ventricle, there is a nodular mass compressing the overlying chor-

oid plexus and invading into the underlying brainstem parenchyma. 

New Zealand Fur Seal  

A wild male juvenile (12kg) New Zealand fur seal 

(Actocephalus forsteri) hauled out for several days at Port 

Kembla south of Sydney. A member of the public caught 

the animal and attempted to return it to the water but it 

returned to the same location. Assessed by NPWS staff as 

dehydrated and underweight, without obvious injury but 

abnormally ‘friendly’ (not aggressive or afraid of people in 

any way). The animal was brought into care where it ate 

well and was bright, alert and responsive for five days be-

fore being found with abnormal posturing, reluctance to 

move, and a hard and full abdomen that appeared pain-

ful. The seal became non-responsive and euthanasia was 

elected due to poor prognosis. There were no notably 

significant findings on necropsy however on histology, a 

cerebral tumour (likely an oligodendroglioma) and an 

acute to subacute, severe necrohaemorrhagic enteritis 

were identified. A brain tumour in such a young animal is 

an unexpected finding and may have contributed to the 

‘odd’ behaviour noted in this animal. Terminal changes 

may also have been attributed to the severe enteritis 

identified on histology (Registry case # 8180_1). 

Image: Dorso-ventral radiograph 

 of a yellow-bellied  



WILDLIFE COORDINATORS* 
GOT SOMETHING TO REPORT? 

We are interested in receiving reports of unusual or mass wildlife mortalities. If you see anything suspicious, please download and complete the submission form (endorsed by Animal 

Health Australia) found on our website (www.wildlifehealth.org.au) and send it to your local Dept of Primary Industries or your State Coordinator as listed below. 
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State or Territory Coordinators Notes Address Contact details 

AAD (Australian Antarctic Division) LESLIE FROST Government Rep 

Appointed by the Director, 

Australian Antarctic Division 

(DEWR) 

Australian Antarctic Division 

Channel Highway 

Kingston TAS 7050 

leslie.frost@aad.gov.au 

W: 03 6232 3414 

F:  03 6232 3828 

M: 0438 624 871 

ACT WILL ANDREW Government Vet ACT Veterinary Services 

Parks Conservation & Lands 

(Athlon) 

P.O. Box 158  

Canberra ACT 2601 

will.andrew@act.gov.au 

W: 02 6207 2357 

F: 02 6207 2093 

M: 0419 239 073 

NSW 

 

 

GREG CURRAN Government rep 

Appointed by CVO NSW 

NSW DPI 

P.O. Box 789 

Broken Hill, NSW  2880 

greg.curran@industry.nsw.gov.au 

W: 08 8088 9336 

F: 08 8087 3488 

NT CATHY SHILTON Government rep 

Appointed by CVO  

NT 

Dept of Business, Industry and 

Resource  

Development 

Berrimah Vet Laboratories 

G.P.O. Box 3000, Darwin, NT 0801 

cathy.shilton@nt.gov.au 

W: 08 8999 2122 

QLD 

 

 

 

ANITA GORDON Government rep 

Appointed by CVO 

QLD 

Biosecurity Queensland 

DEEDI 

P.O. Box 156 

Archerfield, BC QLD 4108 

anita.gordon@deedi.qld.gov.au 

W: 07 3276 6056 

F:  07 3276 6620 

TAS ANNIE PHILIPS Government Rep 

Appointed by CVO  

TAS 

 

Department of Primary Industries, 

Parks, Water & Environment 

134 Macquarie Street 

Hobart TAS 7000 

annie.philips@dpipwe.tas.gov.au 

W: 03 6233 2265 

F: 03 6233 3477 

 

SA CELIA DICKASON Government rep 

Appointed by CVO SA 

Disease Surveillance, PIRSA Animal 

Health 

Lenswood Centre 

c/Lenswood PO, Lenswood SA 5240 

celia.dickason@sa.gov.au 

W: 08 8389 8840 

F: 08 8389 8899 

VIC MARK HAWES Government rep/ 

Appointed by CVO  

VIC 

Department of Primary Industries 

Primary Industries Research Victo-

ria 

475 Mickleham Rd,  

Attwood VIC 3049 

mark.hawes@dpi.vic.gov.au 

W: 03 9217 4386 

F:  03 9217 4399 

WA TOM HOLLINGSWORTH Government rep 

Appointed by CVO  

WA 

 

Animal Health Laboratory 

Department of Agriculture, WA 

Locked Bag 4 

Bentley Delivery Service WA  6983 

thollingsworth@agric.wa.gov.au 

W: 08 9780 6280 

F:  08 9780 6136 

CSIRO JOHN BINGHAM Veterinary Research  

Scientist 

AAHL 

Private Bag 24 

5 Portalington Rd 

Geelong VIC 3220 

john.bingham@csiro.au 

W: 03 5227 5008 

F: 03 5227 5565 

Other Useful Contacts     

Australian Registry of  

Wildlife Health  

KARRIE ROSE Manager ARWH 

P.O. Box 20 

Mosman NSW 2088 

krose@zoo.nsw.gov.au  

W: 02 9978 4749 

F:  02 9978 4516 

Australian Wildlife  

Health Network 

RUPERT WOODS Manager AWHN 

P.O. Box 20 

Mosman NSW 2088 

rwoods@zoo.nsw.gov.au 

W: 02 9978 4579 

M: 0438 755 078 

F: 02 9932 4376 

Australian Wildlife  

Health Network 

TIGGY GRILLO Projects Coordinator AWHN 

P.O. Box 20 

Mosman NSW 2088 

tgrillo@zoo.nsw.gov.au 

W: 02 9978 4788 

F:  02 9932 4376 

Australian Wildlife  

Health Network 

KAREN MAGEE Administrative  

Assistant 

AWHN 

P.O. Box 20 

Mosman NSW 2088 

kmagee@zoo.nsw.gov.au 

W: 02 9932 4368 

F:  02 9932 4376  

Australian Wildlife  

Health Network 

KEREN COX-WITTON Projects Officer AWHN 

P.O. Box 20 

Mosman NSW 2088 

kcox-witton@zoo.nsw.gov.au 

W; 02 9978 4579 

F: 02 9932 4376 

*AWHN Coordinators are funded by Animal Health Australia as part of Australia’s National Animal Health Information System.  

We are extremely grateful for their ongoing support. 


