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The views and opinions of the author expressed therein do not necessarily state or 
reflect those of the Australian Wildlife Health Network or any agency or entities thereof. 

You must not rely on the information in the report as an alternative to legal 
/government advice.!
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Given what we know about the central role of buffalo in FMD maintenance and epidemiology an 
assessment of the current risk posed by water buffalo for Australia is a priority, particularly the risk 
they present as carriers capable of viral transmission and maintenance within herds. This would 
reflect the risk they present as an ongoing source of infection to domestic species, similar to the 
epidemiological situation with African buffalo and FMD SAT serotypes in Kruger National Park in 
South Africa. 
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What conditions might lead to an FMD outbreak in domesticated livestock, when the incursion of 
FMD virus occurs via wild or feral animal populations? 
!
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Procedure when an FMD incursion occurs 
!

What is the likelihood that wildlife species could play a significant role in an incursion of FMD 
virus? 
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“Entry spread and maintenance of FMD in feral animal populations will be subject to ongoing risk 
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Village outbreaks in Southeast Asia, especially with pigs 
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